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Chevron Enjoy Science teamed 
up with the National Science and 
Technology Development Agency 
(NSTDA) and the maker community 
in Thailand to officially launch the 
“Maker Faire Bangkok 2018” to 
showcase the country’s burgeoning 
maker culture to the public. This 
event featured hundreds of amazing 
inventions from Thai and international 
makers, classroom learning materials 
developed by Chevron Enjoy Science 
master teachers, and hands-on 
workshops for makers of all ages. The 
Faire also opened up opportunities 
for a new generation of makers to 
learn from professional makers and 
come up with their own inventions. 
This process helped participants 
develop the type of mindset that 
will drive the country towards an 
innovation-driven economy under the 
Thailand 4.0 policy. 

Significantly, the event was 
recognized as the first full-scale 

Maker Faire held in Thailand and 
the largest Maker Faire ever in 
Southeast Asia. It strengthened the 
Science, Technology, Engineering 
and Mathematics (STEM) knowledge 
of Thai youth and developed 
their 21st century skills, including 
critical thinking, problem-solving, 
experimentation, and communication 
for today’s fast-changing world.

Taking place from January 20-
21, 2018, the event drew more than 
10,000 attendees over the course 
of twoboth, demonstrating the deep 
desire of Thai people to learn about 
inventions and participate in fun-
filled activities to enhance their 
knowledge. Among the highlights of 
the event were Makerholic activities, 
which encouraged the attendees 
to come up with ideas and create 
innovations, such as Nai Yim robots 
and agricultural drones. In what 
speaks to the international flavor of 
the Maker Faire, a Japanese maker
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who is well known for his humanoid ro-
bot project. Another popular booth was 
Kid Makers organized by the National 
Science Museum where young makers 
enjoyed creating things from scratch. At 
Kid Makers, children learned to design, 
experiment, and invent items that they 
brought home to share with their friends. 
This activity provided children with an ex-
citing maker experience and inspiration 
to become makers. The Chevron Enjoy 
Science booth was among the crowd 
favorites because it featured interesting 
learning materials developed by Chev-
ron Enjoy Science master teachers. 
The teachers showed children what it is 
like to learn in a fun and fulfilling STEM 
classroom. In addition, the Maker Faire 
offered several maker workshops that 
attracted much interest. These work-
shops gave faire-goers truly unique and 
immersive opportunities, such as crafting 
laser swords that resemble Star Wars’ 
lightsabers, generating guitar melodies 
using an IC 555 (an integrated circuit 
(chip) used in a variety of timer, pulse 
generation, and oscillator applications), 
and learning about how drones and air-
planes are built.

During the event, the Project and its 
partners announced the winners of the 
Enjoy Science: Young Maker Contest 2. 
The two winning teams, one from a gen-
eral school and one from a vocational 
school, were selected from 340 teams. 
Each winning team will receive an all-ex-
penses paid trip to attend the Maker 
Faire Bay Area in San Francisco, USA, 
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while the runners-up were awarded other prizes worth 
a total of 1.2 million Baht. Students from Surat Thani 
Technical College brought home the first prize in the 
vocational education category with a project called “Warning 
Buoys for Channel Markers and Coral Reefs,” while a team 
of eighth-grade students from Bangkok Christian College 
won first prize in the general education category with a 
project called “Electronic Traffic Management System.” The 
announcement ceremony provided a platform for attendees 
to meet with all the finalists and see their innovations.

The Maker Faire ended in spectacular fashion with an 
electric parade. The audience enjoyed participating in the 
learning activities and observing a wide array of inventions. 
The event not only supported the growth of maker 
communities in Thailand, but also buttressed Thailand’s 
position as the maker hub of Southeast Asia.

For more information about the Maker Faire Bangkok, 
please visit Facebook: Maker Faire Bangkok, www.
bangkokmakerfaire.com, and www.enjoy-science.org.
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“I want to build and fly my own airplane,” said Runn Aunopas, a 
6-year-old boy with the hidden skills needed for making. He joined 
an activity at the Kid Makers booth organized by the National Science 
Museum (NSM), an outgrowth of collaboration between NSM, New 
York Hall of Science and the Chevron Enjoy Science Project.  Runn 
enjoyed making Automota, an invention that can move forward using 
a rotational force. This activity helped develop all essential maker 
skills, as children were given opportunities to think about assembling 
parts, analyze how things work, solve problems, and use their 
creativity to decorate their inventions.   

Although Runn might be too young to know what 
being a maker means, he had a great time learning 
from his invention. His mother took him to the two 
previous editions of the Mini Maker Faire in 2016 and 
2017. He loved the play-based learning presented 
at the previous events, and he was happy to bring 
his new inventions home. This year Runn asked his 
parents to take him to the event again, and they were 
supportive. His parents appreciated giving him the 
opportunity to develop skills that are not available in 
ordinary classrooms.

“Today I had a wonderful time with Automota. I 
drew pictures, folded and cut papers, and assembled 
the wood and the box. When I finished this, I tried 
to rotate my Automota, but it did not work. So I had 
to remake it two or three times until it worked. I am 
so pleased that I could do it because it means I can 
be a maker,” Runn said with excitement. “Next year 
I will definitely come here again. I want the event to 
have an airplane making activity. I want to make an 
airplane and learn how it flies. I will build a unique 
airplane that is different from many others in the 
world. If I can make it, I will teach my friends to make 
airplanes, too,” he added.

Runn’s mother also shared her thoughts about this 
year’s Maker Faire. “I bring Runn to join this event 
every year because I want him to do activities to 
practice his thinking, analyzing, experimenting and 
problem-solving skills,” she said. “It is also great for 
him to meet new friends. I used to take him to attend 
music classes and play sports. When we joined the 
Mini Maker Faire in the first year, I realized that I 
should reconsider activities for my child. After the 
event, I saw positive changes regarding his creativity; 
he was able to make new things using unwanted 
items. Sometimes it worked and sometimes it did 
not, but the important thing was he enjoyed and was 
able to learn from it. As a mother who wants her 
child to grow up to have great opportunities, gaining 
essential life skills is as crucial as achieving academic 
excellence, and the Maker Faire activities effectively 
meet these needs.”


